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July 19. 2001 



MEMORANDUM 



TO: 



D. J. Cantliffe 




FROM: 



Richard L. Jones 



SUBJECT: Blueberries and Nectarine 



The IFAS Cultivar Release Committee met on July 17, 2001 and approved your request 
to release 'Southern Belle' and 'Sebring' blueberries as plant patents. 'Sunbest' 
nectarine was also approved for a plant patent. 

Please proceed with the necessary arrangements. 



cc: IFAS Cultivar Release Committee 
P. Lyrene 
W. Sherman 



Rqu.il Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institufion 




Institute of Food and Agi icultural Sciences 
Horticultural Sciences Department 



Gainesville, FI. 32611 -0690 
(352)392-1928 
Fax: (352) 392-6479 



1143 Fifield Hall 
PC) Box 110690 



F'cbruary 27,2003 



Wendy C. Hass, examiner 

United States Patent and 4 rademark OlTice 

Washington, D C. 20231 



Dear Ms. Mass: 

This correspondence refers to plant patent application no. 09/923,306 of art unit 1661, 
conllrmation no. 9984. The sunbest nectarine was released on July 17 2001 (see attached memo 
from Dean of Research, Dr. Jones, and the patent was tiled on 8/7/01. Budwood was released for 
commercialization in May 2002. Attempts arc made to update flower and kernel characteristics 
in the botanical description as suggested. The photographs will be remade in mid-May, 2003, 
showing the pit in a cut fruit. They will be sent by June 1 as we discussed on the phone on 
February 26. Enclosed is a marked copy and a con'ected copy for you use. Please substitute the 
revised copy for the original one submitted. Should you have additional suggestions for 
correction or clarification, please get back to me. 



Sincerely, 




Wavnc B. Sherman 
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AppI icstion No. 

'09/923,306 




Applicant(s) 

SHERMAN, WAYNE B. 


' , / — 7 — 




Examiner 




Art Unit 








Wendy C Haas 




1661 







Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Exiensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, hov^ever, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- It the period for reply specified above is less than thirly (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirly (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the maittng date of this communication, even if timely filed may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(1:) 

Status 

1)H Respofisive to comnnunication(s) filed on 07 August 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. ^J!^rs 



3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits if^^ts 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex pa/te Qivay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O G 2^3^A/f ■ 
Disposition of Claims ^^/Q^- 

4) H Claim(s) i is/are pending in the application. "^^SSl/Ti? ^ 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 1^^^ - 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1_ is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) H The specification is objected to by the Examiner 
10)0 The drawing(s) filed on 07 August 2001 is/are: aO accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is; a)^ approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action 

1 2) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 1 20 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U S C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

At1achment{s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References C,ted (PTO-892) 4, Q mterview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) 

2) U Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) ^ Other See Continuation Stieet 



U S Patent and Trademark Ofltc 



PTO-326 (Rev 04-01 ) Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No 2 



Continuation Sheet (PTO-326) W Application No. 09/923.306 



Continuation of Attachment(s) 6). Other: Rule 1.105 Requirement for Information. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/923,306 
Art Unit: 1661 

DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.165(a) as the paper on which the 
photographic illustration is printed is too small. New drawings are required. Please see attached 
Form PTO-948 for instructions on drawing sizes and margins, and the instructions later in this 
Office action for drawing contents and how to submit drawings to the Office. 



Page 2 



35 uses 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
statutory basis for a rejection that may be made at a later date in response to this Examiner's 
Requirement for Information: 

A person .Khali he entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this cotintrv, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United Slates. 

The claimed Pnmus per.sica variety 'SIJNBEST' is described in HortScience 37(2) p 
258. This document was published in April of 2002, and indicates that the instant plant was 
introduced in the year 2000. If 'SUNBEST' was publicly available or on sale in the United 
States more than one year prior to the filing date of the instant application, it does not qualify for 
plant patent protection. 

While the publication cited above discloses the claimed plant variety, a question remains 
as to what meaning is intended by the word "introduced" and the actual date of introduction. 

The ability of the Office to determine whether the claimed plant was publicly available is 
limited. Search of electronic databases, the internet and the Office's collection of retail catalogs 
has not revealed any other evidence that the claimed plant was on sale anywhere in the world 
more than one year prior to the filing date of the instant application. However, the Office's 
collection of retail catalogs is not comprehensive Furthermore, the claimed plant may have been 
sold at the wholesale level, sold under a different name, or even distributed to interested parties 
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Art Unit: 1661 

free of charge. Since the inventor and/or assignee of the instant application is/are in a better 
position to know when, if ever, the claimed plant was made publicly available, the Examiner is 
requiring this information in a Requirement for Information Under 37 CFR 1.105. 



Objection to the Disclosure 
37 CFR 1.163 

The following is a quotation of section (a) of 37 CFR 1 ,163; 

(a) The specification must contain as full and complete a disclosure as possible of the plant and the 
characteristics thereof thai distinguish the same over related known varieties, and its antecedents, and 
must particularly point oui where and in what manner (he variety of plant has been asexual ly reproduced 
In the case of a newly found plant, the specif cation must particularly point out the location and character 
of the area where the plant was discovered. 



35 use § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art 
to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth 
the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

As specific to United States Plant Patent applications, the specifics of 37 CFR 1.164 (reproduced 

below) are controlling; 

The claim shall be m formal terms to the new and distinct variety of the specified plant as described and 
illustrated, and may also recite the principal distinguishing characteristics. More than one claim is not 
permitted. 



Application/Control Number: 09/923,306 
Art Unit: 1661 

In plant applications filed under 35 U.S.C. 161, the requirements of 35 U.S.C. are limited. The 
following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 162: 

No plant patent shall be declared invalid for noncompliance with section 112 of this title if the description 
IS as complete as is reasonably possible. The claim in the specification shall he in formal terms to the plant 
shown and described. 

The disclosure is objected to under 37 CFR 1.163 (a) and under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, 
because the specification presents less than a full, clear and complete botanical description of the 
plant and the characteristics which define same per se and which distinguish the plant from 
related known cultivars and antecedents. 
More specifically: 
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A. Page 1 , after line 1 , applicant should add the following recitation under a separate 
heading, as shown in order to comply with new rule 1 . 1 60(c)(4): 

BOTANICAL CLASSIFICATION 

Prunus persica. — 

B. Applicant should provide a photographic illustration of the fruit flesh and stone of the 
mstant cultivar, as the illustration provided must show all the distinctive features of the plant 
capable of representation. Additional information is needed. 

C. Applicant must provide detailed information regarding the bloom of the instant plant. 
See Columns 4 and 5 of United State Plant Patent No, 9,128 for a sample of the information 
needed. 



Applicant should describe the kernel portion of the stone: size, shape and color. 



Application/Control Number: 09/923,306 
Art Unit: 1661 

The above listing may not be complete. Applicant should carefully compare the claimed plant 
with the botanical descriptions set forth in the specification to ensure completeness and accuracy 
and to distinguish the plant within this expanding market class. Any further botanical 
information should be imported into the specification, as should any additional or corrected 
information relative to same. 




Claim Rejection 
35 U.S.C. § 112, 1st and 2nd Paragraphs 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 112, first and second paragraphs as not being 
supported by a clear and complete botanical description of the plant for reasons set forth in the 
Objection to the Disclosure Section above, and under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 first paragraph for the 
reasons advanced in the objection to the drawing. 



References Cited 

The references cited on the attached PTO-892 are made of record to show the state of the 
art, the reference from HortScience is believed to disclose the claimed plant. 

Comments 

E. An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecuting procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in this 
field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention disclosed. 
Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or agent to prosecute 
the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon skillful preparation and 
prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or agent. 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication is for sale 
by the Superintendent of Documents, U S Government Printing Office, Washington, D C 
20402. 
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Art Unit: 1661 

F. It is called to applicant's attention that if a communication is deposited with the U.S. 
Postal Service and mailed to the Office by First Class Mail before the reply time has expired, 
applicant may submit the reply with a "Certificate of Mailing" which merely asserts that the 
reply is being mailed on a given date. So mailed, before the period for reply has expired, the 
reply may be considered timely, 

A suggested format for a certificate follows: 

I hereby certify that tlus correspondence is being deposited with the United Slates Postal Ser\icc as Firsl 
Class Mail in an enx elopc addressed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
on (date). 

Typed or pnnted name of person signing this certificate 

Signature 

Date 



G. Applicant is advised of the new procedures for amending the specification and claim 
under 37 CFR 1.121. The new procedures are optional until February 28, 2001 and mandatory 
beginning March 1, 2001. Information on the new procedures, as well as other changes to the 
rules of practice, is available on the Internet at: 
httpV/www.usp to .uov/web/oflFice s/dcom/oliayp bR/index.html . 

H. Applicants are advised of the changes to 37 CFR 1 .84 which took effect November 29, 
2000. In particular, 37 CFR 1.84(e) now states, in part: 

Photographs must he developed on paper meeting the sheet size requirements of paragraph (f) of this 
section and the margin requirements of paragraph (g) of this section. 



The USPTO no longer accepts photographs mounted on bristol board, paper or other material 
Further information on the new rules is available on the USPTO web site at www.uspto.gov 
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I. Mail sent to the United States Patent and Trademark Office is routinely irradiated due to 
heightened security concerns. Photographs do not survive this irradiation process. As such, 
photographs should be: 

(1) Mailed to: 

P.O. BOX 2327 
Arlington, VA 22202 or 

(2) Hand-delivered or sent via UPS or Federal Express to: 

Wendy C. Haas / Art Unit 1 66 1 
Technology Center 1600 
Reception Area, 7^^ Floor 
Crystal Mall One 
1911 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

J. This Office action has an attached requirement for information under 37 CFR 1.105. A 
complete reply to this Office action must include a complete response to the attached 
requirement for information. The time period for reply to the attached requirement coincides 
with the time period for reply to this Office action. 
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.Application/Control Number: 09/923,306 
Art Unit: 1661 

Future Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wendy C. Haas whose telephone number is (703 ) 308-8898. The 
Examiner is normally available Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p m. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Bruce Campell, can be reached on (703) 308-4205. The fax number for the group is 
(703) 305-3041 or (703) 308-4242. The Examiner's fax number is (703) 746-3166. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Matrix Customer Service Center whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 
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W. C Haas 
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REQUIREMENT FOR INFORMATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.105 

Applicants and/or the assignee(s) of this application are required under 37 CFR 1. 105 to 
provide the following information that the examiner has determined is reasonably necessary to 
the examination of this application. 

The information is required to determine when, if ever, the claimed plant variety, 
'SUNBEST', was publicly available prior to the filing date of the instant application.' 

In response to this requirement please provide any information available regarding the sale 
or other public distribution of the claimed plant variety anywhere in the world, including the 
date(s) of any sale or other public distribution. 

The fee and certification requirements of 37 CFR 1.97 are waived for those documents 
submitted in reply to this requirement. This waiver extends only to those documents within the 
scope of this requirement under 37 CFR 1.105 that are included in the applicants' first complete 
communication responding to this requirement. Any supplemental replies subsequent to the first 
communication responding to this requirement and any information disclosures beyond the scope 
of this requiremem under 37 CFR 1. 105 are subject to the fee and certification requirements of 
37 CFR 1.97. 



The applicants are reminded that the reply to this requirement must be made with candor and 
good faith under 37 CFR 1.56. Where the applicants do not have or cannot readily obtain an 
Item of required information, a statement that the item is unknown or cannot be readily obtained 
will be accepted as a complete response to the requirement for that item. 

This requirement is an attachment of the enclosed Office action. A complete reply to the 
enclosed Office action must include a complete response to this requirement. The time period 
for reply to this requirement coincides with the time period for reply to the enclosed Office 
action, which is 3 months. 



BRUCE R. CAMPELL. PH.D 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1600 
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U S DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE - Pa.nBj.^^M JSOO^^^^^^^ No (y||^^3j ^ 



NOTICE OF DRAFTSPERSON'S 
PATENT DRAWING REVIEW 



The drawing(s) filed (insert date) ^ yl] D 1^ 

A. □ approved by the Drafispcrson under 37 CFR 1 84 or 1 15^ 

"^^s^:^':^:::.:^^^ -^--^ ^e,o., r^e Exa.,ner w., re,u.e 

g necessary. Corrected draw.ng mus. be sumi.ted according .o the ins.ruc.ons on the back of this no.i " 



1. DRAWINGS. 37 CFR 1.84(a): Acceptable categories of drawings- 
Black ink. Color. ^ 
Color drawings arc not acceptable untd pettton iseranted 

J^'gls) 

Pencil and non black ink not pcrmiitcd FtK(s) 

2. PHOTOGRAPHS. 37 CFR 1.84(b) 

1 full-lonc set is required Fig(s) 

Photographs not properly mourned (must use brystol board or 

photographic double-weight paper). Fig(5) 

FcKT quality (half-tone). Fig(s) 

J TYPE OF PAPER. 37 CFR 1, 84(e) 

Paper not flexible, strong, white, and durable 

Fig(s) 

Erasures, alterations, ovcrwritings. interlineations, 

folds, copy machine marlis not accepted. Fig(s) 
Mylar, velum paper is noi acceptable (too thin) 

Fi8(s) 

f OF PAPER. 37 CFR i.84(0: Acceptable sizes: 
21.0 cm by 29.7 cm (DIN size A4) 
21 ,6 cm by 27.9 cm (8 1/2 x U inches) 

drawing sheets not the same size 

Shcet(s) 

Drawings sheets n^an acceptable size. Fic(s) 

MARGINS. 37CFR^r84(£): Acceptable margms: 

Top 2,5 cm Left2.icm Righil.5cm BoiiomJ.Ocm 

SIZE; A4Sizc 
Top 2.5 cm Left 2.5 cm R<ghtl.5cm Boitom 1 . 0 cm 

SIZE: 8 1,'2 X 11 /") 
Margins n^)racccptable. Figj^ Cj^^J/ 

>p(T) Left n.-) 

Right (R) Bottom (B) 



8. ARRANGEMENT OF VIEWS. 37CFR1.84(i) 

Words do not appear on a horizontal, Icft-to-right fashion 

when page is cither upright or turned so that the top 
becomes the right side, except for graphs Fiefs) 

9. SCALE. 37 CFR 1.84(k) " 

Scale not large enough to show mechanism without 

crowding when drawing is reduced in size to Iwo-lhirds in 
reproduction. 

10. CHARACTER OF LINES, NUMBERS & LETTERS 
37 CFR I.84(i) 

Lines, numbers & letters not uniformly thick and well 

defined, clean, durable, and black (poor line quality) 
F'g(s) 



II 



^Rigf 



6. VIEWS. 37 CFR L84(h) 

REMINDER: Specification mav require revision lo 
correspond to drawing changes. 
Partial views. 37 CFR 1.84(h)(:;) 

Brackets needed lo show figure as one entity 

F<g(0 

Views not labeled separately or properly 

P'g(s) 

Enlarged view not labeled •;eparetely or properly 

F'g(s) 

7. SECTIONAL VIEWS. 37 CFR 1.84 (h)(3) 

Hatching not indicated for sectional pomons of an object 

Sectional designation should be noted with Arabic or 

Roman numbers. Fig(s) 



SHADING. 37 CFR 1.84(m) 

. Solid black areas pale. Fig(s) 

Solid black shading not permitted. Fig(s) 

Shade lines, pale, rough and blurred Fig(s) 

12 NUMBERS. LETTERS, & REFERENCE CHARACTERS 

37CFR1.84(p) 

Numbers and reference characters, not plain and legible 

Pig(s) 

Figure legends are poor. Figfs)^ 

Numbers and reference characters not oriented in the 

same direction as the view, 37 CFR 1 84(p)(l) 

Fig(s) 

English alphabet not used. 37 CFR J ,84(p)(2) 

Figs 

Numbers, letters and reference characters must be at least 

.32 cm (1/8 inch) in height 37 CFR L84(p)(3) 

F'g(s) . 

13. LEADLINES. 37CFR].84(q) 

lines cross each other. Fig(s) 

Lead lines missing. Fig(s) 

14 NUMBERING OF SHEETS OF DRAWINGS. 37CFR1.84{t) 

Sheets not numbered consecutively, and in Arabic numerals 

beginning with number 1. Shcct(s) ^^^^^ 
15. NUMBERING OF VIEWS. 37 CFR l.84(^} 

Views not numbered consecutively, and in Arabic numerals, 

beginning with number 1. Fig(s) 

16 CORRECTIONS. 37 CFR 1.84(w) 

Corrections not made from prior PTO-948 

dated 

17. DESIGN DRAWINGS. 37 CFR 1,152 

Surface shading shown not appropriate, Fig(s) 

Solid black shading not used for color contrast ~ 

Fig(s) 
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Certificate of Mailing under 37 CFR 1.8 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United StateftCc/V^P] 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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